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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 
BOARD OF LICENSURE FOR MASSAGE THERAPY 

AGENCY CASE NO. 2018-KBMT-0002 
ADMINISTRATIVE CASE NO. 2020-BLMT-00001 

 
KENTUCKY BOARD OF LICENSURE FOR        
MASSAGE THEREAPY 
 
v. 
 
ERIC BLAKENSHIP  

PETITIONER 
 
 
 
 

RESPONDENT 
  

 
 

FINAL ORDER DISMISSING AS SETTLED 
 

 
 Comes the Kentucky Board of Massage Therapy (“Board”), and for its Final Order 

Dismissing as Settled, finds the following: 

1) This matter came before the Board as a complaint alleging violations of KRS 309.362 

and 201 KAR 42:060. 

2) The Board and the Respondent settled the matter as outlined in the Settlement 

Agreement, attached as Exhibit A. 

3) The Settlement Agreement required that Respondent complete six (6) additional hours of 

continuing education credits focused solely on ethics on or before August 31, 2020. 

4) Respondent completed the terms of the Settlement Agreement, and the matter was closed. 

See December 17, 2020 letter, attached as Exhibit B. 

Wherefore, the Board issues this Final Order dismissing the complaint as settled.  

Date: August 19, 2021 

   
Brandy Madding, LMT, Chair 
Board of Licensure for Massage Therapists 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I certify that today, I mailed a true and accurate copy of this Final Order by U.S. Certified 

Mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, and e-mail upon: 
 
Eric Blankenship 
515 West 33rd Street 
Covington, KY 41015 
 
and by e-mail upon: 
 
Leah Cooper Boggs, General Counsel 
Department of Professional Licensing 
Public Protection Cabinet 
Office of Legal Service 
500 Mero Street  
Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601 
lboggs@ky.gov 
 
 
Date: 8/23/2021 

 
 

_                         
__________________________________  
Tammy Sharp   
Board Administrator  

mailto:lboggs@ky.gov


COMPLAINT NO. 2018-BLMT-002 and 
ADMINISTRATIVE CASE NO. 2020-BLMT-0001 

 
Kentucky Board of Licensure for Massage Therapy                       Complainant 

 
v.                Settlement Agreement 
 
Eric Blankenship                      Respondent 
 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
 

Whereas, the Kentucky Board of Licensure for Massage Therapy (“Board”) alleges that the 

Respondent, Eric Blankenship (“Respondent”) violated KRS 309.362 and sections of 201 KAR 42:060 by 

practicing massage therapy in violation of the standards of practice of the profession; 

Whereas, the Respondent is licensed as a Massage Therapist in the Commonwealth of Kentucky; 

Whereas, the Respondent acknowledges that there is sufficient evidence for the Board to allege that 

he violated KRS 309.362 and 201 KAR 42:060, but Respondent admits to no violations outlined in 

Complaint File No. 2018-02;  

Whereas, the parties mutually desire to settle the issues in an expeditious manner, without the need 

for a formal hearing or court action authorized by the Board; 

It is hereby stipulated and agreed between the undersigned parties that this matter shall be settled 

and resolved upon the following terms: 

(1) The Respondent agrees to complete, at his own expense, six (6) additional hours of 
continuing education credits before or upon renewal of his license on August 31, 2020.  
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(2) Said additional continuing education credits must be focused solely on ethics and are in 
addition to the standard continuing education credit requirement set by law. Respondent 
agrees to provide proof of completion of these courses on or before submitting his renewal 
application, but in any case, no later than August 31, 2020. 

 
Voluntary Waiver of Rights 

The Respondent has had the opportunity at all times to seek the advice from competent counsel of 

choice.  No coercion has been exerted upon the Respondent, nor have any promises been made other than 

those reflected in this agreement.  The Respondent has freely and voluntarily entered into this agreement, 

motivated only by a desire to resolve the issues addressed herein.  The Respondent has executed this 

Settlement Agreement only after a careful reading of it and a full understanding of all of its terms.   

The Respondent is fully aware of his rights to contest charges in a formal hearing.  These rights 

include:  representation by an attorney at the Respondents own expense, the right to a public hearing on any 

charges or allegations filed, the right to confront and cross-examine witnesses called to testify against the 

Respondent, the right to present evidence on her own behalf, the right to compulsory process to secure the 

attendance of such witnesses, the right to testify on the Respondents own behalf, the right to receive written 

findings of fact and conclusions of law supporting the decision on the merits of the Formal Complaint, the 

right to obtain judicial review of the Boards decision, and the right to appeal from an order of the Board to 

the Franklin Circuit Court, pursuant to KRS Chapter 13B.  All of these rights are being waived by the 

Respondent with acceptance of this Settlement Agreement. 

Jurisdiction 

The Respondent acknowledges that the Board has jurisdiction over the Respondent and the conduct 

which has precipitated this Settlement Agreement.  The Respondent also acknowledges that the Board has 

the legal power to take disciplinary action up to and including revocation of the Respondents license to 

practice massage therapy upon proof of violation of law and/or regulations.  The Respondent acknowledges 
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that the Board will retain jurisdiction over this matter until all terms and conditions set forth in this 

Settlement Agreement have been met to the satisfaction of the Board. 

Publication of Settlement Agreement 

The Respondent acknowledges that, once adopted by the Board, this Settlement Agreement will be 

considered a public document, available for inspection at any time by any member of the public under the 

Kentucky Open Records Act.  Further, the Respondent understands that the Board is free to make any use 

the Board is authorized to make by statute or administrative regulation of the contents of this Settlement 

Agreement.  The Board agrees that when requested the Board will furnish a true and accurate copy of this 

Settlement Agreement to the requestor.  The Board is authorized to make disclosures of this agreement 

when required by state and federal law. 

Effect Upon Licensure Status 

It is stipulated that as the agreed upon settlement: 

1)  The Respondent agrees to complete, at his own expense, six (6) additional hours of continuing 

education credits before or upon renewal of his license on August 31, 2020. Said additional continuing 

education credits must be focused solely on ethics and are in addition to the standard continuing education 

credit requirement set by law. Respondent agrees to provide proof of completion of these courses on or 

before submitting his renewal application, but in any case, no later than August 31, 2020; 

2)  The Respondent waives the right to appeal from this agreement notwithstanding any provision 

of the KRS Chapter 309 or 201 KAR Chapter 42 or other relevant statute or regulation.  Respondent 

expressly agrees that the conditions of this agreement are strictly a matter of private right;   

3)   This Settlement Agreement shall constitute a binding contract between the Respondent and the 

Board, subject only to approval by the Board as set forth above.  The Respondent shall not rescind, revoke, 
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or withdraw this Settlement Agreement prior to its presentation to the Board at a regularly scheduled 

meeting of the Board; 

4)  Respondent acknowledges that the Board has sufficient evidence to proceed with a complaint to 

seek revocation of his license. 

Release of Liability 

In consideration of execution of this Settlement Agreement, the Respondent and the Respondents 

executors, administrators, successors and assigns, hereby release and forever discharge the Commonwealth 

of Kentucky, the Kentucky Board of Licensure for Massage Therapy, and the Kentucky Attorney General 

and each of their members, agents, and employees in their individual and representative capacities, from 

any and all manner of actions, causes of action, suits, debts, judgments, executions, claims and demands 

whatsoever, known and unknown, in law or equity, that the Respondent ever had, now has, may have or 

claim to have against any or all of the persons or entities named in this paragraph arising out of or by reason 

of this investigation, this disciplinary action, this Settlement Agreement, or its administration.   

Acceptance by the Board 

It is hereby agreed between the parties that this Settlement Agreement shall be presented to the 

Kentucky Board of Licensure for Massage Therapy at the next regularly-scheduled meeting of the Board. 

The Respondent understands that the Board is free to accept or reject this Settlement Agreement, 

and if rejected by the Board, a formal disciplinary hearing on the accusation against the Respondent may 

be rescheduled thereafter.  The Respondent hereby agrees to waive any right the Respondent might have to 

challenge the impartiality of the Board, based solely upon the presentation of this Settlement Agreement, 

and to hear the disciplinary accusation if, after review by the Board, this Settlement Agreement is rejected.   

If the Settlement Agreement is not accepted by the Board, it shall be regarded as null and void.  

Admissions by the Respondent in the Settlement Agreement will not be regarded as evidence against the 
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Respondent at the subsequent disciplinary hearing.  The Respondent will be free to defend, and no 

inferences against the Respondent will be made from a willingness to have entered into this agreement.   

The Settlement Agreement will not be submitted for Board consideration until after it has been 

agreed to and executed by the Respondent.  The Settlement Agreement shall not become effective until it 

has been approved by a majority of the Board and endorsed by a representative member of the Board.  The 

date of approval and signature by the Board Chair shall be the effective date of the settlement. 

Cooperation with the Board and Indemnity 

The Respondent agrees to permit and cooperate with the Board, its members, agents, and employees 

to monitor the Respondents compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement.   

Complete Agreement 

This Settlement Agreement embodies the entire agreement between the Board and the Respondent.  

This Settlement Agreement shall constitute a binding contract between the Respondent and the Board, 

subject only to approval by the Board as set forth above.  The Respondent shall not rescind, revoke, or 

withdraw this Settlement Agreement prior to its presentation to the Board at a regularly scheduled meeting 

of the Board.  It may not be altered, amended or modified without the written consent of both parties. 

Have Seen, Understood, and Approved: 

_____           Date:  _________________ 
Respondent 
Eric Blankenship 

Date:  _________________ 
Board Counsel  
Christopher D. Hunt 

______________________________ Date:  _________________ 
Chair 
Kentucky Board of Massage Therapy 
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December 17, 2020 

Eric Blankenship 
515 West 33rd Street 
Covington, KY 41015 

Re: Complaint No. 2018-02 

Mr. Blankenship: 

The Kentucky Board of Licensure for Massage Therapy (“Board”) has voted to close this complaint file, as you 
have completed the terms of the agreement reached between you and the Board. 

Pursuant to 201 KAR 42:050, Section 6, please be advised that the matter is now considered closed and the 
Board will take no further action.  The Board appreciates your time and consideration as it has reviewed this 
matter.  

Sincerely, 

Christopher D. Hunt 
Board Counsel 

cc: Complainant 
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